SOUTH BRENT COMMUNITY LIBRARY – A BRIEF HISTORY

· 1995 Devon announced they would replace the Primary School in South Brent

· 1996 Parish Council commission Sue Burgess to write and distribute a ‘Village Appraisal’ questionnaire, to canvass opinion as to what could be done with the old school building. This caused considerable controversy at the time.

· Results of the ‘Village Appraisal’ very strongly supported the need for a permanent venue for the Pre School group and a Library.

· 1996 Planning consent granted to DCC for Residential, Commercial or Community use of the Building. Other uses suggested by the appraisal included a drop-in Centre or convalescent home.

· September 1997 building purchased by the community from DCC and ultimately called South Brent Old School Centre. Devon refused to fund a County Library facility.

· Space provided for both Pre School and a Community Library and both are still functioning today.

· The Library has functioned for thirteen years. Initially under the Auspices of Doe Mason and Caroline Martin and sited upstairs in the Headmasters House.

· Following the initial refurbishment of the site in 2000, the Library relocated into the Centre.

· Initially it opened one morning a week and had 25 members and now has 944.

· Currently it opens from 10:00 to 12:00 Monday to Saturday, all year and 14:30 to 16:30 Monday to Friday, during term time.

· There are currently 37 volunteers who help run the Library, either on a regular or occasional basis.

· The Library is stocked with over 5000 books, mostly donated by residents of South Brent with small grants from a local Alms Charity and Awards for All.

· In the last year 1120 people have visited the Library, 3255 books/audio books have been issued. Mainly adult, children’s and large print fiction; also travel & autobiography. A selection of books is delivered monthly to a local sheltered housing development, by one of the volunteers.

· There is a large crime & thriller section, some local history, language & a small reference section

· There are no fees, no fines and within reasonable limits, no restrictions on length of time borrowed or number permitted to individuals. 

· In its history very few books have been lost.

